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Q: Today is the 21st of July 2000. It's an interview with David E. Long. This is being done
on behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies, and I'm Charles Stuart Kennedy. Do
you go by David? David, let's start at the beginning. Could you tell me when and where
you were born and something about your family.

LONG: I was born in Washington, Georgia, on November 21st, 1937. My father was a
Presbyterian minister. He and my mother met in Florida when my respective grandfathers
went down to make a lot of money after World War I. They grew up together and ultimately
got married. She trailed along with him with the then Southern Presbyterian Church. They
moved a lot, | lived in Georgia, Oklahoma City; Marietta, Georgia; and in about sixth grade
I moved to Palmetto, Florida, which is just south of Tampa in the southern end of Tampa
Bay. That's where | went through junior high and high school.

Q: What was the background of your father and then of your mother?
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LONG: My father's family were Scotch Irish, a typical story of Pennsylvania south.

The original Long, whoever he was, came from Scotland. | think he was on the wrong

side of the 45, 18th century, and went down the valley of Virginia, I-81, and ended up
Morristowfamily, going through several generationended up in Morristown, Tennessee.

| understand the farm was under the water of a TVA lake. From there they branched

into Alabama and into Georgithis is a very typical story. His father grew up in northern
Alabama, where my grandfather Hanson on my mother's side had moved from Denmark
to Perth Amboy, New Jersey. He came down with a bunch of Danes to start a scientific
farming community. The Danes couldn't stand the sticks and the wilds of Alabama and

all moved home. He farmed this place with draft horses and no mules, which he said was
one of the tourist attractions to come to see Mr. Dane back in those days. His grandfathers
went together and placed 60,000 or 70,000 acres of woodland in Volusia County. He went
down there, and when the sawmill business boom busted in Florida before '29; he was
about 26. My father went to the University of Alabama for three years, Davidson College
for two years, Southern Presbyterian Seminary in Atlanta, and began preaching at the
Inauspicious time of 1932, '33...

Q: Just when the Depression hit. How about your mother? She was of Danish...?

LONG: My grandfather was an enhanced Christian Hansoprobably a story not unlike a lot
of immigrants who immigrated from #rhus, Denmark in about 1901, somewhere along in
there. He did very well in a grocery story in Perth Amboy. Then he moved with this Danish
farming community to Jasper, Alabama, and then he was a farmer. Then he moved to
Florida and made a lot of money, lost it, and did it all over again, in the land. He made fair
success in the furniture business, and there was a run on the bank and he went broke
again and went to Daytona Beach late in the '20s and started all over again in real estate.
By the time he died he had provided a little rooming house for my grandmother for income.
An ironic thing is that his youngest son, my uncle, grew up in Daytona Beach with a fellow
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named Brice Baggett. | met my wife at Chapel Hill many years later, and her uncle was
Brice Baggett. | didn't put that together for quite a while, but it was sort of a coincidence.

Q: Where did your mother meet your father?
LONG: They grew up together.
Q: Oh, they grew up together. Did she go to college?

LONG: She went to Stetson, which was in Deland, which is not far away, and got a
teaching certificate, which required only two years of college back then, and became a
school teacher until she became an unpaid assistant pastor.

Q: What was it like growing up as a preacher's kid?

LONG: It's a unique thing that only PKs really understand. You know the term 'PK'? There
are number of ways that you can raise a PK, none of them very successful, | think. One is
you can shelter them and teach them through rose-colored glasses that 'Jesus loves me'.
They find out about junior high or when they go through puberty that it isn't quite like what
they had been taught. A lot of them slip the traces, and this is your wild kid. I, on the other
hand, and my brother to a lesser extent, were not terribly sheltered. We used to sneak
down and listen to my father pray over the parishioners in his office with my mother late at
night, and we would find out all the dirt that was going on. Presbyterians are sort of upper
middle class types. They were the bankers and lawyers of the town, and we called them
whited sepulchers because they were very religious on the outside but as human as they
next guy on the inside. So it was an education. Some people have said I'm a cynic; | think
I'm a realist. A cynic to my mind is a person who's disillusioned, and | didn't really have
many illusions at the start. So | sort of more or less accepted people through this jaundiced
view.
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Q: What was family life like? Obviously your mother and father were busy, but did you sort
of sit around the table and bat around ideas as kids with you and your brother and your
parents, or were you pretty much on your own?

LONG: Well, all of the above. They were very busy, and anybody who is a kid of
somebody who is a public person is. On the hand, we were very much of a family, but it
didn't require physical presence the way some families feel they have to be family. One
thing we used to do every Sunday was pick apart his sermon, and | thought that was a
perfectly natural thing to do. | probably learned more homilies than most preachers know
today, because | learned how to critique a sermon: the delivery, the organization, the
substance, the jokes, the whole thing, and | thought that was normal. Years later | realized
what he must have gone through having this bunch of critics blow him away. Fortunately
he was a very good preacher. But that really honed my critical faculties at a very young
age.

Q: It also shows extreme tolerance on the part of your father.

LONG: Yes. Another thing he used to do, he would correct our grammar. | never realized
that correcting somebody's grammar was not socially acceptable until | started dating, and
the girls | dated took offense when | would correct their grammar. | thought that was just
what everybody did and had to learn the hard way.

Q: About education, start in elementary school.

LONG: | went to elementary school in Oklahoma City, where we had tornado drills and
all the kids would march out of the school and go into a storm ditch to practice in case
of a tornado. There were a bunch around but none ever hit us. | went later to a school in
Mariettthis was during World War IMarietta, Georgia, and there was an airplane factory
right by. It was called Bell Bomber Plant, and Bell was bought out, | think, several times
and ended up Lockheed.
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Q: They do the 130, C130...

LONG: Right. In those days it was the B29. So my father took in about 900 members. He
started with a church of about 300 and ended up with a church of about 300, because
people were coming and going and coming and going. It was a wild time, and the teachers
more or less just tried to give these poor kids the basics, and those of us lived there were
more or less on our own. It was sort of pre-Montessori Montessori for the rest of us, and
you could get out of what you wanted to, and | had a great time with no discipline. | don't
mean physical discipline, but | didn't have any mental discipline. We did it ourselves, and
that set the standard for how I've been a free thinker, | guess, ever since.

Q: What about reading? What were your interests?

LONG: Our family has always read, yes, and still do, so | grew up reading. My other grew
up reading to us until we could read, and | would check books out of the library before |
could even read. Some of them | memorized the stories so | could “read” the text of Uncle
Wiggly books by looking at the pictures and | knew the text by heart. We've always read.

Q: Any particular books, authors or something that particularly stuck in your mind in your
early years?

LONG: Early, early years, Uncle Wiggly, Winnie the Pooh, Alice in Wonderland, and my
father would explain to me the adult humor which | didn't understand at the time, but I did
realize that it was really not a children's book. And, you know, you graduated to Fenimore
Cooper, the usual stuff.

Q: How long were you in Marietta, through what grades?
LONG: We were there third, fourth and fifth grades.

Q: Were you getting a good dose of “the war?”
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LONG: Yes, for a kid. Obviously the horrors of war were not borne upon us directly, but |
remember other things such as when my uncle, who was a navigator on a B26 over Italy,
visited us in Oklahoma City. He was sleeping out on the sleeping porch, and it had these
screens that had plastic on them that they had in those days. The wind blew, which was
24 hours a day in Oklahoma City. These things would bend back and forth, and he couldn't
sleep because he said he would wake up thinking he was in the middle of a air battle with
all the noise. That experience really brought me to the war, and | remember listening to the
radio when Roosevelt announced VE Day, VJ Day...

Q: That would have been Truman.
LONG: Yes, Roosevelt and Truman...
Q: Roosevelt died just before the VE Day, so it was Truman for both..

LONG: Oh, | know; it was his death. It was on every station, and | had a crystal radio set
that | had just made but all | could get was this one station. So | finally went in and turned
on the radio to see what other stations were on and, of course, it was the same thing on
every station. | thought something was dreadfully wrong with the set. Then | went into
another room and my parents were listening to it and | actually stopped to listen to the
words. | remember Roosevelt's death, and, you're right, Truman's announcing the VE and
VJ Day. So | think I've had an inkling for a young child of the fact that the world was at war.
| think everybody did in those days.

Q: You got down twhere was it in Florida?
LONG: Palmetto.
Q: When did you get there? What grade were you in?

LONG: Sixth grade; that would have been 1948-49.
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Q: Well, that's sort of where you grew up, did a lot of your growing up, there?
LONG: That's where | went to Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, high school and all of that.
Q: What sort of town was Palmetto?

LONG: It was a small town. It had been founded, | guess, in the 19th century by a bunch
of South Carolinians, hence the name. They used to say there needed to be about 20
respectable funerals if it were ever to go, which they didn't want it tand looking back they
were absolutely righand it still hasn't grown. It still looks pretty much the way it did back
then, which is really a rarity in Florida. It was a small town; everybody knew everybody;
and, as | say, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, school activities, church activities, friends and
schoolmates that I've kept up with to this day. So it was a very formative time. My parents
moved to Tampa, in October of my senior year. | played in the band and | was on the
tennis team, the swimming team, and all that stuff. One day in band this classmate of
mine came up to me and said, “How would you like to live with us for the rest of the school
year,” and | said, “That would be great.” His father was an engineer, and he had bought
this old wreck of a house that was a mansion that had been built by Powell Crosleyou
know, the Crosley caron Sarasota Bay in the southern part of Madison County. When |
got home, my mother said, “I understand the Hortons want you to go and stay with them
the rest of the year, and | said, “No” you know how children are; said | with the wisdom

of being in 6th grad“that's just Allen talking.” Well, it never dawned on me that it was Mrs.
Horton who had called up my mother. From October to graduation | lived with the Hortons
in this big, old place. It was right across the county line and the city limits from Sarasota,
the next town down. They wanted company for Allen because there weren't any kids his
age down there at all, and so my job, which | could choose which obviously | did, was
bringing out Allen. They had this big swimming pool right behind the house, and the living
room was about 40 feet long. It was a great house. His dad said, “If you guys will paint
the pool, I'll let you have a pool party,” and Allen quickly said, “No, we can't do that,” and

| remembered Tom Sawyer and said, “Wait, wait, wait.” So | called up the head of the
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cheerleaders, who was the sex symbol of all boys in high school, and | said, “Martha, |
want you to recruit the biggest and dumbest of the football players, and you all come down
and | want the cheerleaders to make a lunch. We're going to have a painting-the-pool
party and then those who participated, plus those who we agree on, we will invite to the
senior prom and we'll have a party.” So to Allen's utter amazement, these guys just rushed
down to work in the hot sun and loved every minute of it. And so we had this big party. So |
brought Allen out. He was a social success.

Q: Did you play Tom Sawyer while the football team painted?

LONG: Right. | got a bunch of directors' chairs and he was sitting in one of these, and big
guys would come up, “Allen, what should | do now?” And he'd say, “Well, why don't you go
down with the guys on the shallow end and paint a little down there.” We basically just put
paint on the pool. That launched Allen in his social success though. We had a good time.

Q: In high school, how about course, reading, or influence and all? Did anything
particularly influence you?

LONG: No, not in particular. | took the usual college prep courses, and there were some
very fine teachers. Fortunately for me, Palmetto High School and Bradenton High School
were joined to make Manatee County High School in 1948, and that lasted until 1958
when they were separated again. | graduated in 1955, so | had the advantage of going

to a larger school that had more course offerings, excellent teachers. So | took the usual,
all the math courses, everything. | didn't work too hard at it, | guess. My mother was
furious. She was a puritan-ethic woman, and when she found out that | got bumped out of
valedictorian because | made a C in speech, because | wrote on my evaluation that | really
hadn't learned very much, she was absolutely furious at me. But | got a very good high
school education.
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Q: How about international affairs while you were in high school? Did the world outside
penetrate Palmetto?

LONG: A bit, mostly Latin America, of course, because it was near Tampa. Believe it or
not, that's where all the Cubans were because they had come to make cigars for Jose Ivor
back in the 19th centurthis was before Castro. Then in my senior year Mr. Horton took
Allen and me and his wife to Havana. His firm was working on a big luxury hotel down
therthis was before Castrand so we went down and drove all over. We took the ferry from
Key West and drove all over the island. | can't tell you the minute that | became interested
in foreign affairs, but | certainly loved it and certainly from that moment | was fascinated by
the world outside me. | had no inkling of wanting to be in the Middle East until much later;
but it sort of evolved more than was planned.

Q: I would assume that where you were brought uit wasn't called that at that time, it wasn't
considered thain a segregated society. What was your appreciation of this at the time?

LONG: My anti-prejudice prejudices have been reinforced living in the Foreign Service. |
think that the perception of segregation in the United States has beehow would you say
it, the opposite of being romanticizeit's demonized. | think Americans have an underlying
conviction that victims are morally superior to victimizers, and that ain't so. The opposite
Isn't so either. People are people. | used to get my papers down at a feed store, and
there was a black guy who got his papers and we were good buddies. We talked about
all sorts of things, and he was a good friend of mina friendship that would be much more
difficult to have now because of the sensitivities of Afro-American and all this stuff that's
come in between. I'm not romanticizing this. My father really did instill in us that we're

all God's people and we're all equal in the sight of God. And even whether you don't
believe in God, that concept was hammered home to us and was just not questioned. The
vagaries of living physically separated was something one accepted because that was
just the order of things. One of the fascinating things about Palmetto, when they made
Palmetto High School on one side of the river and Bradenton High School on the other,
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they gerrymandered it so that the black section of Palmetto would go across the river.
They didn't rename it Bradenton; it was Manatee High School, but it was no longer the
county high school, it was the Bradenton High School, so that they could get the football
players from that side. Now, that was after | had left, but | was not surprised at all at that
kind of gerrymandering for particular purposes. Also, | remember we didn't have any
particular views about Spanish one way or the other down in Palmetto. My mother started
teaching school in Tampa. She finished her degree at Tampa U in order to help put us
through college. Of course, she never stopped teaching after that, so | realized there was
a little more to it than that. There was a clack of Cuban people that had moved into the
Education Department of Hillsboro County and ran it, and she used to talk about “the
Cubans, the Cubans,” and | said, “Mom, you're a bigot.” “No, no, no, I'm not a bigot.” But
it brought home that rightly or wrongly when people feel ethnically threatened, then they
begin to demonize the people that threaten them. | think this is a universal attitude, so |
never localized it to the South or to the United States or to any one particular area. To me,
this is behavior that's universal.

Q: That's tribal.

LONG: Right.

Q: So you graduated from high school in 19...
LONG: '55.

Q: Where'd you go?

LONG: Davidson College.

Q: Why Davidson?

LONG: Because they gave me the best scholarship.
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Q: Well, Davidson is a Presbyterian college.

LONG: Oh, with a passion. Less now than it was then. It was also all men back then,
which | couldn't stand.

Q: What was Davidson like at the time?

LONG: | once saw something that said that Davidson was an lvy League wanna-be, which
totally missed the point. They didn't 'wanna be'. They were pretty darn smug, satisfied with
what they were, which is a Southern, liberal arts, very rigorous school, and they still are.
The fact that they don't recruit very much from outsidthey make half-hearted attempts to
do so by getting Presbyterian churches all over the United States to say, “Hey, that's a
great place to go.” They really don't do it, but my education there, certainly course wise,
was every bit as good or better than the quality of education | had in graduate school

at Harvard or Fletcher or Carolina. It was excellent. The teachers were not required

to research or publish; they were required to teach. Classes were 20, 15 in some of

the upper division classes. You could always see your professor. It was an excellent
education. The quality of the kids that went there was as great a bunch of guyit was an

all men's school thewhich | ever met. | still keep up with lots and lots of them. All told, |
had an excellent education, made some excellent friends, and hated that four years with a
passion.

Q: Why did you hate it?

LONG: Well, | thought | was Southern, coming from Florida, which back then was still
Southern. | didn't realize that Florida was not Southern in the way that North Carolina
was Southern. | was impatient with the mores, which were very high bound, very pied-
piperisyou know, follow the leadeunwritten rules and all of that. | think it would have been
a great place for somebody from the North or somebody from the Midwest to go, because
they could have gotten some things that were wonderful about the culture of the school.
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The people who grew up there already knew them and didn't need them, and | had grown
up sort of with them but smarted under the intellectual smugness, | guess you would say.
There was almost like a political correctnesthat's too a harsh a term for these days, but
there was a correct way of looking at things. | remember one time one of my professors
talking to my dad and he was trying to say something nice about ml made A's in his
course, toand he said, “Well, they'll never pour David in a mold,” and that was supposed to
sound like it was a compliment, but it wasn't.

Q: Was it a Presbyterian mold that they were trying to use, or was it more sort of a
Southern aristocratic mold?

LONG: Well, aristocratic is the wrong word, | think.
Q: Culture?

LONG: The culture, yes. People have studied Southern culture and it's a very complicated
thing, but certainly the aristocratic past has influenced the South like no other here, so
there is a sort of a noblesse oblige, there is a sort of a thing of honor. We had an honor
system and it worked and it still does. There was a civility. There were a lot of things that

| frankly now miss, living in the DC area. So it wasn't that | was a critic of the behavior as
much as | felt straight-jacketed by it. It was also all men; there were no women. | liked
girls, and it was almost like being in a monastery.

Q: Where'd you go, or could you go?

LONG: We left every weekend, and | quickly realized, having no monel had a full
scholarshil got myself elected the social chairman of a fraternity. Now, in the fraternities
there you didn't live in a fraternity. It's a little boys' school, so you live in a dormitory and
the fraternities were really eating houses. The social life really was nonexistent except for,
| think, they had three dances a year and stuff like that. So basically as social chairman

| had an address book by girls' school, not by name, and everybody would come to
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me, “Hey, can you get us dates at 'fill in the blank’ college, and I'd call up Susie Mae or
somebody and say, “There are three of us, four of us or whatever. Can you get us dates?”
Davidson was a place that girls all over the region wanted...

Q: They were supposed their MRS degree.

LONG: Right, so they didn't care who they dated as long as they could date somebody
just to meet other people. So that's what | did, and every weekend we left campus. They
didn't even serve dinner on Saturday night. They didn't even want you to be on campus,
because they were afraid you'd turn into sort of a gnome or something.

Q: | come back to this mainly because of the yeait was '55 to '59. The South was going
through the real desegregation of public schools. Did that hit Davidson, or had Davidson
already made its accommodations, or how did that work?

LONG: Well, the act took a while to do, and it didn't really hit Davidson, | don't think. | think
far more meaningful from any student's idea was the Civil Rights Movement, which was
the early '60s. Chapel Hill was one of the places the sit-in movement started, and | think
that raised consciousness far more than the '54 ruling.

Q: So in '55 to '59 there wasn't much going on in that way ?

LONG: There were the beginnings of it, and it was still more of an intellectual thing than a
really 'hits me' kind of thing.

Q: Was the Presbyterian Church taking any sort of stand?

LONG: Oh, they took a stand. The Southern Presbyterian Church took a stand against
segregation years before. People don't realize that, but the Church itsell forget when but
it was before World War I, it was way bacno, it wasn't institutionalized in the Church.
Then again, | think people madmake stila grave error in interpreting institutionalized
pronouncements with social acceptance. You cannot legislate social acceptance, and it
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takes a lot longer for it to occur than it does just to pass a law. | don't mean judgmentally in
one way or the other. It's something that takes time. Having spent most of my career in the
Middle East, all this stuff about democratizatiowave a wand and create a legislaturis not
going to create what we consider democratization.

Q: What about foreign affairs at Davidson? Here you are in the middle of North Carolina.
Did the outer world, particularly the international world, intrude much?

LONG: Not very much. It did for me. | was interested in it, and | was very fortunate. | was
actually very fortunate on a number of counts at Davidson. We had two years of Bible,
one Old Testament, one New Testament, and it turned out to be among the best courses
| had at school, because | learned more about American culture in those courses. Most
Americans have no inkling, particularly ACLU. Even when they talk about separation

of church and state, they don't really have an inkling of how mucl'm not talking about
theology here; I'm talking about cultural anthropologthe Judeo-Christian heritage has
molded our society. When you start getting into Old Testament and New Testament, you
find out just how much our culture is based on this thing. Secondly, | had a certifiable nut
case. My freshman year he was a visiting professor. He had four or five doctorates, and
he was among other things an archeologist of the Middle East. He really taught us more
about archeology of the Old Testament than he did about the kings of Israel and all that
stuff, which | was vastly uninterested in. That gave me my first interest in the Middle East.
| remember one of the things he said was that the reason that the Hebrews didn't have
chariots and the Philistines did is because the Philistines lived down on the plain where
you could run chariots, and up in the hills you'd run the wheels off these things because it
was too rocky. Well, this is exactly the same explanation for why the largest tank battle in
the world happened in the Sinai and up in the Golan Heights they didn't have any tanks.
Why? Because if you ran tanks up on the Golan Heights, they would run the treads off the
tanks. Down in the sandy land of the Sinai, the Egyptians and the Israelis were going at

it full blast with all these tanks. It's fascinating some of the things that we learn. | got far
more out of looking at it from an archeological point of view, I think, than | would have from
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a theological point of view. In the New Testament Bible we had a pop quiz early on and

| flunked it flat because | hadn't read the assignment. The professor said, “See me,” so |
went into his office and he wanted an explanation. | said, “Well, outside the God squad”
which is what we called the preministerial students"I'm probably the only person that has
any intellectual interest in this subject at all” it was a required course; you had to take

land | said, “I think this text” which was written by some British divine of the Methodist
persuasio“is just god-awful.” | said, “It's the boringest book I've ever read,” and he looked
at me for a minute and said, “I agree with you, but I'm a junior professor and that's what
the department head said we were going to have, but I'll challenge you. I'll give you a
tutorial, but you have to come to class, you can't tell anybody. We have a honor system,
so when you have a pop quiz or midterm you just fold your paper over and write the honor
code and hand it in. But I'll give you a tutorial if you think you can handle it.” | said, “Sure,

| can.” It was a fantastic because he taught me all this stuff that he'd been dying to teach
people and couldn't, and it wasn't all New Testament, which | got out of basically auditing
the course. We read Reinhold Niebuhr and Martin Buber and Jacques Maritain and Ernest
Renan and all these guys that was itching to teach somebody about. | basically got a
modern theology and philosophy of religion course tutorial, and we spent once a week
together. It was supposed to be two hours but we'd do two or three hours and have coffee.
It was really intellectually one of the best courses | ever had in my life. It was all done

sub rosa, because the gray-beards of the college administration would have absolutely
had a fit if they'd known we were doing it. It was pure luck. In political science a CIA guy
came down for one year and he was deciding whether he wanted to teach full-time, and he
taught us political science. | was a history major because the political science department
was a joke, but he was there so | took this political science course, and it was a fantastic
course. He decided not to stay at Davidson because he was at a little tea party and he
asked this little old lady if she were a native. She said, “No, I'm from Iredell County,” which
Is about 300 yards up the road, the county line, from where we were. He thought, 'I'd better
get back...." So | consider those three coursel had a lot of other good courses, but those
really influenced me. The Old Testament, in learning about the Middle Easnot particularly
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much about the Old Testament except for archeologthe New Testament, by just being an
intellectually expanding course, and the political science, which was taught by a guy who
actually became a very senior guy in the DDI, an analyst, and was on the Hill a number of
years ago, named Ford, a wonderful fellow: those were very influential in getting me where
| got.

Q: You graduated in '59. What were you thinking about doing?

LONG: | didn't know. | was sort of formulating getting a doctorate and being a professor.

| loved to teach. | applied to Yale and Harvard and Princeton and Duke and Vanderbilt
and Chapel Hill and Denvel don't know whand the biggest fellowship | got was at Denver,
which offered me $3,000 a year plus free tuition. Remember, my Foreign Service salary
when | joined the Foreign Service was $5,600, so that's was a lot of money.

Q: That was a lot of money.

LONG: That was a lot of money. Harvard, Yale and Princeton offered me tuition
scholarships, but I couldn't afford that. | really was sort of self sustaining, and Chapel Hill
offered me $1,500 and free tuition and books. So that's the one | took.

Q: What course?

LONG: Political science. | had decided by that time | liked political science and | had
decided against law. | had thought | was going to be a lawyer and go back to Florida and
have a sailboat. | was interested in the Middle East and | took some Middle East courses
at Carolina but along with a lot of other stuff, a lot of economics. | needed a thesis and

| wanted to do it on the Middle East. The Sudan wasn't terribly well plowed territory. All

the documents were in English, but it was the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and | figured here's
something | can do and | won't have to read French and Spanish and German, all the docs
are going to be in English. So | did it and | wrote a dissertation, or master's thesis, on the
Sudan. So later on when | joined the Foreign Service and they asked me where | wanted
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to go, | said I'd like to go there because I'd never been there, and they were not falling all
over each other in line to get there, and they said, “Okay, you want to go, you go,” and so |
went.

Q: While you were getting your master's at North Carolinthis was which North Carolina?
LONG: Chapel Hill.
Q: This was what, '59 to...?

LONG: '61, and then they changed the rulel was going for a doctoratand said you had to
have either public administration or state and local government as one of your fields to
get a doctorate in political science. | was by this time an IR guy, an international relations
person, and the idea of taking state and local government or public administration totally
turned me off. So | applied to the Fletcher School at Tufts and got a scholarship and went
to Fletcher, '61-'62, and actually the grounding that | had gotten at Carolina made Fletcher
a breeze. Fletcher was a great experience but | didn't feel it was terribly academic, so |
went down to Harvard and said, “How about it, you guys? Could | get a degree and really
concentrate on the Middle East?” because by this time it had sort of evolved. There was
no decision but it sort of evolved. They said, “Sure.” They looked at my record, and it was
easier back then than now, and they said, “Yes, we'll make you TA (teaching assistant).”

| said, “Well, how long do you think it will be, ballpark figure, to get through the comps?”
They said, “Oh, four, five years.” | thought of four or five years of Boston winters, and

| already had two degrees and three years of graduate school. So my roommate, who
came from Chicago, and | had been interviewed by Continental lllinois Bank. They had
just passed the Edge Act which allowed for off-shore banking, the first time for American
banks, Chase and Citicorp. Back in America in those days you did correspondent banking
and they had people but it was not widely done, so | thought this would be great to get in
on the ground floor. They called me up and said, “We can't fly you out here,” and | said,
“Why not?” They said, “Well, you're from the South.” “So?” He said, “Well, personnel
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doesn't hire anybody from the South because everybody that gets hired from the South,
after about three Chicago winters, goes home. It's not cost effective.” | said, “But I'm not
going to be in Chicago. I'm starting this international branch and we'll deal all over the
world.” He said, “I know, but they don't because we don't have it yet and they're very
domestic oriented.” | was sitting around drinking a beer with my roommate, who had gotten
an offer from theand we had all taken the Foreign Service exam because everybody at
Fletcher, all the Americans, diand we said, “Well what the heck. Let's go join the Foreign
Service.” “All right.” And that's how | got in the Foreign Service.

Q: You took the written exam, | assume, in what, '61 or '62?
LONG: The school year, '61-'62.
Q: Do you recall on the oral exam any of the questions that were asked of you?

LONG: Funny you should ask. | won't mention names but the chairman of the team that
examined me evidently was a holy horror whose reputatioand if | told you the name, you'd
probably remember iwent all through the Foreign Service, which of course | didn't know.

| realized that | was losing on point in this interview because | guess as a preacher's kid

| knew what oral interviews were all about. | knew | had to do something to turn this thing
around and take charge of the interview. Also, my heart wasn't in my hand because |
hadn't intended to go into the Foreign Service anyway.

[END TAPE 1 SIDE A]

LONG....it was not a high-risk thing for me and | was loose as a goose, so | knew | had to
do something to sort of seize control psychologically of this thing. Somebody asked me a
guestiol've always tried since then to remember the story and | couldn’but it reminded me
of this hysterical story, and | said, “That reminds me of a story. May | tell it?” These guys

in their three-piece suits were sort of looking down their glasses at me, and the chairman
said, “Well, yes” and so | told this story and it cracked them up. You could see even he
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was trying to keep his mean demeanor, and the others just cracked up. That enabled me
to take control of the interview, and I'm convinced that, had | not done that, | would not
have passed. It was like that question about Roosevelt and Truman, and | got all balled up.
| do that. I'm a history major but | wasn't very good at dates. So, yes, | remember my oral
very well. And | passed. In those days they came out and told you right then whether you
passed. And | said, “Oh, good,” and the guy who was the chairman was irritated. I'm sure
he wanted to vote against me because | didn't jump up and do cartwheels. He said, “You
don't seem to be very excited.” | said, “Well, I'm not an outwardly emotive fellow, but inside
I'm just really overjoyed.”

Q: Were you married by this time? When did you come in? Was there a long period of
time?

LONG: No, | came in at the end of June of '62 having graduated from Fletcher in the
spring.

Q: What was sort of the spirit of Fletcher? | know it took people from different countries
and all that. Was there a pretty good mix of other countries?

LONG: It was much smaller than it is now, much more intimate, a lot of foreign kids,

a lot of very outstanding people. There was one fellow who was from somewhere in
Scandinavia. He was to be the proctor of the dorm, and he tried to run it like he was

the headmaster of a prep school. | remember he called my roommate and me in for
something, an infraction, and started threatening us with this very serious offense. If we
didn't tow the line, there would be serious consequences. We basically told him where he
could go with his threats, that “this is a graduate school, this is not a prep school, and this
Is absolute nonsense, so don't call us, we'll call you,” and if he had any more to say, we
would say it in front of the dean; and he collapsed, in terms of a threat. It was interesting,
and it was a lesson learned, that very often peopland it's true in diplomacy towho will try
to bully you, and if they get away with it, then they keep it going, and if you call them on
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it, they'll absolutely fade into the woodwork. But that's not the experience of Fletcher.
Fletcher was a tremendous experience. | had a great time, and people who've done well
since and who are very well known, now it's fascinating remembering them back then.

| saw an article in The Economist by Fred Bergsten the other day. You may know Fred.
He's an economist and runs a little think tank here in Washington, the most competitive
guy I've ever met both physically and athletically and every other way. He organized
Fletcher School to be in the intramural program with Tufts. You know, we were graduate
students and we didn't take that very seriously. He did. He had all this lined up. When we
did football, he had football plays. And we won the trophy of trophies. It was coming down
to the wire and there was some jock fraternity that was a little ahead of us. The last ones
were done during exam period, and | remember one of them was wrestling and he wanted
to field a whole team in wrestling. He asked me if | would wrestle. | said, “Heck no.” He
said, “Listen, nobody will challenge you because they're all studying for exams.” | said,

“If you can promise that nobody will challenge me, I'll do it,” so | did. And in whatever my
weight class was, | was the champion intramural wrestler of Tufts University because |
was unopposed, and we won the trophy of trophies. So my roommate and | made this big,
huge trophit was all a spoof, it was all in good fuand a couple of faculty members heard
about it and came down to see this award. But that's the way it was. It was lots of fun

and very stimulating and very, very bright people. It was a very enjoyable year. It was not
academic; it was a professional school.

Q: Were you pointed at anything by this time? Were you looking at the Middle East?

LONG: Yes, | was pointed at the Middle East but | still wanted a doctorate and | still
wanted to teach. | had left Chapel Hill because | didn't want to do state and local and
public administration, | wanted to do international relations. This was the top international
relations school in the country along with SAIS of Johns Hopkins. It was rigorous but more
professional, and | wanted a more academic doctorate and that's why | went to Harvard.
When | took stock of how long it would take me to start again, that's when, as | said earlier,
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we were sitting around deciding what to do and Plan B was maybe go into banking, and for
me Plan C was the Foreign Service and | ended up with Plan C.

Q: You came into the Foreign Service in 19627

LONG: Right.

Q: What was your basic officer course like?

LONG: A1007?

Q: Yes, the people there and the course. Do you recall any of it?

LONG: Pretty good. The best and the brightest don't teach A100 to newly inducted Foreign
Service Officers at FSI, they're off being ambassadors and things, and | realize that. I'm
not besmirching them in any way, but they weren't the leading edge of the talent bank of
the Foreign Service. | realize also that people got a lot of baggage very quickly and if you
made it or didn't make it was not a sign of lack or presence of ability as much as attitude. |
learned that very quickly, not that | took advantage of what | knew, but | learned that. Now,
the quality of instruction, sure it's good, but it wasn't very difficult not to be.

Q: I'm just thinking mainly of your group 